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OLCHESTER'S 
NEW TOWN HALL 



In 1897 a movement was set on 
foot in Colchester for building a new New Town 
Hall. The old one — built in 1844 — was not only 
very badly constructed, but was not in any way 
up to modern requirements. Mr. John Belcher 
was chosen as Architect, and a contract was con- 
cluded for the erection of a new building at a 
cost of over £33,000. H.R.H. the Duke of 
Cambridge laid the foundation-stone in October, 
1898, and the building is to be completed in 
1900. Mr. Belcher is best known both for his 
work on the Institute of Chartered Accountants 
and his design for the completion of the South 
Kensington Museum. The Council could not 
have chosen a better man. His plans, as pub- 
lished in a beautifully printed and most interest- 
ing pamphlet, recently issued, are worthy of a 
town of such great historical attraction as Col- 
chester. From this publication we are able to 
give two illustrations. The first shows the old 
Moot Hall, which is to be incorporated with the 
new building, and the next the new iron gates. 
They form the entrance from the High Street, 
and are the gift of the late Mr. George Pearson 
and Mrs. Pearson, of Brickendonbury, Hertford- 
shire. 
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